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http://www,in,gov/cji According to Joseph Kanein his book Famous First Facts, the first automobile crash in the

United States occurred in 1896, in New York City, when a motor vehicle collided with a pedalcycle
rider. Since 1932, thefirst year that estimates of pedalcycle rider fatalities were recorded, more
than 49,000 pedalcyclists have died in traffic crashesin the United States. In 2004 alone, 725
pedalcyclistswerekilled in traffic crashes throughout the country, and an additional 41,000 were
injured. The following table shows the progression of pedalcyclist fatalities over the last 10 years
inIndiana

Table 1. Number of Pedalcyclist Fatalities in Indiana, 1995-2004

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
14 6 13 14 14 11 12 9 7 13

Over the past ten years, the number of pedalcyclist fatalities hasranged from ahigh of 14toa
low of 6, with both of these extremes occurring in 1995 and 1996, respectively. Beginningin
1997, the number of pedalcyclistskilled in Indiana remained relatively constant through 2001.
The years 2002 and 2003 recorded single digit fatality rates, but by 2004, the number escalated to
13 pedalcycleridersthat werekilled on Indiana sroadways.

In 2004, pedalcyclist fatalities happened most often on Thursday, with four of the thirteen (30.7
percent) occurring on that day. Another four fatalities (30.7 percent) occurred between Friday and
Saturday, thereby accounting for eight of the 13 fatalities (61.5 percent) occurring during the period
of Thursday through Saturday. Somewhat surprisingly, there were no pedalcyclist fatalitiesin
Indianaon a Sunday during 2004. Ten of the thirteen pedalcyclist fatalities (76.9 percent) occurred
during the nighttime hours of 6:00 PM through 5:59 AM. More than 60 percent of pedestrian
fatalities also occurred during this sametimeframe. The deadliest hour for pedalcyclistswas 7:00-
7:59 PM, when atotal of four fatalities (30.8 percent) occurred during this hour.

Table 2. Pedalcyclist Fatalities by Day of Week and Hour of Day in Indiana, 2004

Day of the Week
Hour of Day | Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat | Total

0:01-0:59 AM 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
11:00-11:59 AM 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
2:00-2:59 PM 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
4:00-4:59 PM 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
6:00-6:59 PM 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
7:00-7:59 PM 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 4
8:00-8:59 PM 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
9:00-9:59 PM 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
10:00-10:59 PM 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2
Total 0 1 2 2 4 2 2 13
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Of thethirteen pedal cyclistskilled in traffic crashes, an overwhelming majority were male, (12 of the
13 0r, 92.3 percent.) Nationally, of the 725 pedal cyclistskilled in traffic crashesin 2004, 630 (86.9
percent) weremale. The singlefemalefatality was not tested for alcohol, and of the twelve male
fatalities, seven either had aresult of 0.00 percent or no test was given. Theremaining fivefatalities
showed test results ranging from 0.04 percent BAC up to 0.35 percent BAC, indicating that more than 38
percent of the deceased pedalcyclists tested positive for alcohol at the time of the crash, with three
(23.1 percent) testing over thelegal limit in the State of Indianafor operating amotor vehicle. Nation-
ally, 20 percent of pedalcyclistskilled in traffic crashestested in the same range.

Table 3. Average Age of Pedalcyclists Killed by Year In Indiana, 1995-2004

Average Age
Year (Years of Age)
2004 40
2003 36
2002 41
2001 29
2000 27
1999 30
1998 35
1997 18
1996 17
1995 37

Astheinformation indicates, the average age varies over the last ten years with alow of 17 years
of agein 1996, and ahigh of 41 years of agein 2002. For 2004, the youngest pedalcyclist fatality was 17
years of age, with the oldest being 60 years of age.

Table 4. Surrounding State Comparison of Fatalities, 2004

Pedalcyclist
State Total Fatalities Fatalities
Indiana 947 13
I Illinois 1,356 25
Kentuck 964 7
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Table 5. Pedalcyclist Fatalities by Age Group in Indiana, 2004

Group

Age

Number of
Fatalities

0-15
16-19
20-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60-69

70+

0
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